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According to reports by the electrical workers trade union, STINDE, union members have been
subjected to death threats. On May 12, Gaspar Mendoza y Mendoza and Gaspar Mendoza,
employees of the government electricity company (INDE) in Aguacatan, Huehuetenango
department, were detained by soldiers pertaining to Huehuetenango military base. On May 17, the
Judge of the First Instance in the region visited the base, requesting information on the whereabouts
of the two. Although he was informed they were not present on the base, soldiers dressed in civilian
clothes were simultaneously removing them from the premises in a van belonging to G-2 (army
intelligence). The two men were taken to the road leading out of Aguacatan and placed on a local
bus. After their release, the men stated that they were beaten and threatened with death if they
publicly denounced the Army for detaining them. On May 18, STINDE headquarters publicly
denounced the detention and treatment experienced by the two men. Shortly thereafter, the
union's executive committee and all STINDE offices in Guatemala received death threats from
G-2. Apparently, the two STINDE union members were detained because they had refused to
perform civil patrol duty, arguing that it interfered with their daily work activities. According to the
Guatemalan constitution, civil patrol duty is voluntary. On May 19, Army troops called a meeting of
Aquacatan residents, warning them that "grave consequences would follow" if they did not agree to
performing civil patrol duty. The Army, they said, could not permit the establishment of a precedent
wherein citizens reject said duty. Next, the Army publicly announced that "STINDE leaders are
not permitted to enter Aquacatan and if they do not obey they will suffer the consequences."
Carlos Molina, president of the El Peten Workers Front, and a member of the Civilian Aeronautics
Trade Union, and Rolando Gomez Caal, a member of the same Workers Front and the BANDESA
trade union, are receiving death threats from G-2. They have been warned to "remember they
have families." (Basic data from 05/20/88 bulletin by Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA,
Washington, DC)
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